
WRT 1060, Winter 2021
Major Assignment 2: Research paper
Length: 1450 to 1600 words, double spaced **Please note: Submitted major assignments that do not meet the minimum requirements will be returned to you and considered incomplete until it is corrected.**
Due: Monday, March 8, at 11:59pm via Moodle

Background on Major Assignment 2: Now that we have gathered both scholarly articles and popular sources to help us explore our research question, our goal is to analyze all the information we have and present our analysis in a clear and organized manner.

Objective: For Major Assignment 2, I would like you to write a research paper that attempts to answer the question you first created in Week 2. Specifically, your research paper should establish a “complex claim,” meaning it includes the following elements:

· Background: What are some important background or contextual information that your readers need to know about your topic?
· Evidence: What are some significant details and information you found during your research process? For this major assignment, I would like you to utilize at least five sources, two of which must be scholarly articles. Primary research is not required.
· Argument: After gathering and analyzing your research, what is the overarching argument you want to make about your research question? In other words, what is your response to the question you came up with? (Please note: your argument should only be 1-2 sentences; the rest of your paper should be dedicated to supporting and building upon this argument.) 
· Counterargument: What are some points that others have made about this research topic that challenges or opposes your argument, and how do you address those points?
· Stakes: Finally, articulate why your argument “matters.” Why is it important for your audience to recognize and accept your argument? Why should they care?

In addition to including these elements, this paper must be formatted in APA style. That means it must include components such as:

· A title page
· An abstract
· In-text citations
· A references page

(If you are unfamiliar with these components, don’t worry – we will go over them in class.)

Tone and style: For our second major assignment, I would like you to write in a formal, academic tone. Avoid using a first-person narrative and “I” statements (e.g., “I think…” or “I feel…”), as well as unsupportable opinions. 


 
